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A Northeast Utilities Company

Sarah B. Knowlton
Senior Counsel

June 4, 2012

Debra A. Howland

Executive Director

New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission
21 South Fruit Street, Suite 10

Concord, New Hampshire 03301-2429

Re: DE 12-110 Public Service Company of New Hampshire
Petition for Step Adjustment and Increase to Major Storm Cost
Reserve Charge

Dear Ms. Howland:

As directed by the Commission’s Order of Notice in the above docket, Public Service Company

of New Hampshire has caused to be published a copy of the Order in The Union Leader on May 23,
2012.

Enclosed is the required affidavit of publication with a copy of the legal notice attached.

Very truly yours,

) /
Sl

Sarah B. Knowlton
Senior Counsel
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603899 UNION LEADER CORPORATION

P 0 BOX 85613
MANCHESTER, NH 03108

PUBLIC SERVICE - LEGALS
ATTN ANNETTE MAYO
PO BOX 330
MANCHESTER NH 03105

I hereby certify that the legal notice of PUBLIC UTILITIES/DE12-110,

PO number:DE-12-110 was published in the New Hampshire Union Leader
and/or New Hampshire Sunday News, newspapers printed at Manchester; NH
by the Union Leader Corp. . :
On:

05/23/2012

State of Néw Hampshire
Hillsborough County
Subscribed and sworn to before me this

23rd day of May, 2012
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~ Legal Notice

... THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
_ PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION.

~__DE12-110

| PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF NEW _

Petition for Step Adjustment and

. Increase to Major Storm Cost Reserve
o Chargel Lo
. ORDEROFNOTICE i -

- On April 27, 2012, Public Service Com-

.. pany, of New Hampshire (PSNH)-filed a
setition for a step adjustment to its dis-
‘ribution rates pursuant to a Settlement

Agreement approved by the.Commissiofi

¢ in Order/No 25,123 [June 28, 2010} in
Docket:No. DE 09-035, PSNH's most re-:

- cent distribution rate case. PSNH fileda

supporting technical statement and re-

-lated schedules with its petition.. PSNH. #
. seeks approval of the step adjustment for

effectonJuly 1,2012. - .

The Settlement Agreement provided foif :
-a series of step adjustments to PSNH'S .
;- distribution rates onJuly 1, 2011, July 1,

2012 and July:1, 2013. The Commission
/-approved the first of the step adjustments
foreffect onduly 1,2011 in Order Nisi No.
25,240 (June 24, 2011) in Docket No. DE
.11:005. PSNH now seeks the second of
those step adjustments. Section 2 of the

- Settlement Agreement sets forth the ele-
*_ments of the step adjustment, including a
projected step inicrease for effect on July,
1, 2012 to recover the revenue require-

- ments’ associated with 80% of changes
to PSNH's non-reliability enhancement
‘program (non-REF) net plant balances

i dor the period April 1, 2011 through
i March 81,2012, PSNH stated that at the
- time the Settlement Agreement was ap-
;- proved, PSNH had projected a change in
| “non-REP net plant of 376 million for the
/- period-April 1, 2011 through March:31;
" 2012 with an associated revenue require-
- ment of $9.5 million. The actial change
| in non-REP net plant for the year. ending
- March 31 2012 was $56 million, resuit-
7 Ingin an associated reventie requirement
of $7-million, "PSNH requested that 67
million be added to distribution rates for

¢ Tecovery on a service-rendered basis as'of

July 1,2012. -
. Alsoin this filing, PSNH requested that
" the Commission permit the Company to
..commence recovery of certain consuliant
- ‘costs as‘part of the July 1, 2012 step ad-
. Justment. The consultant costs were in1-

- curred'in connection with a review of the

" PSNH's uncollectible expense that was
- required by Section 8.1 of the Settlement
:Agreement. . The Settlement Agreement

provided that PSNH should be allowed to
- defer and recover the cost of the complet-

.ed:review over a 12:month period by in-:

cluding the associated costs i one of the

. three annual step adjustments;  PSNH
requested that it be allowed to commence.
. recovery of these costs through distric
 bution rates as part of the July 1. 2012 -

. step adjustment. At the time of the filing;

PSNH estimated the final cost for the con- -

- sultant to be approximately $72,000, less
than the $100,000 limit on these costs
imposed by the Settlement Agreement. .
BSNH said it would provide a final actual

total once the last invoice for the constil- -

tant’sewiceisprocessegl. L

#- In'addition tothescchanges allowed by

the Settlement Agreenent. PSNH also re-
quested authority to ircrease the annual

“accrual'to the Maéor Sterm Cost Reserve

to the amount of $7 millisry per year from’
the current funding level of $35 million

. per year. PSNH said that the increase is

Tiecessary to recover costs incuirred by the

.- Company in repairing damage to its elec-

trical system caused by the August 2011
fropical -storm -and the October 2011
snow storm: According to PSNH, absent
the increase, the net unrecovered storm:

- costs would be $14.6 millior. PSNH said

that the Company is proposing fo begin

o recovery.at-this point to reduce carrying .

charges on the unrecovered balance. The

Company stated that it recognizes that -
~the  Commission will review ‘all ‘storm

costs and determine the exact level that
is appropriate for recovery in a separate

1. proceeding. * According to PSNH, Section

7.3 of the Settlement Agreement provided

~/that the Settling Parties may recommend
-arevision of the funding level for the Ma-

jor Storm Cost Reserve.

/= The petition and Subsequeht dQckef
- filings; other than information for which
- confidential treatment s’ requested of *

or: granted by the Commission, will be

posted to’ the Commission's’ website at”
-~ http!//www.puc.nh.gov/Regulatory/
- Docketbk/2012/12-110html. = =

The filing raises, inter alia, issues ,,rel'a:t-k

- ed to-whether the filing complies with the

settlement agreement approved in Docket”
No. DE 09-035 and whether the costs in-
curred were prudently incurred; whether
the proposed increase to the Major Storm
Cost Reserve is reasonable and in' the

_ public interest; and whether the resulting
; Tates are just and reasonable pursuant to..
. RSA 378:7. Each party has the right to’
- have an attorney represent the party at.
the party’s own expense; e
i Based upon the foregoing, it is hereby

ORDERED, that a Hearing, pursuant
to N.H. Code Admin. Rules Puc 203.12,
be held before the Commission located at
21 S. Fruit St.; Suite' 10, Concord; New

‘Hampshire on June 21; 2012 at*1:30

pmanditis o ;

~ FURTHER ORDERED, that pursuant

‘puiblication to be documented by affidavit

/to’ N.H. Code ‘Admin. Rules Puc 203.12,
PSNH 'shall notify all persons desiring to
“be heard at this hearing by publishing a
rcopy of this Order of Notice 1o later than
‘May 24, 2012, in a newspaper with gen-

eral circulation in those portions of the
state in which operations are conducted,

filed with the: Commission on or before
June 21, 2012;and itis S ~
FURTHER ORDERED, that pursuant
to N.H. Code Admin. Rules Puc 203.17,
any. party seeking. to intervene in the
proceeding: shall submit to the Com-
mission seven copies of a Petition to In-
tervene with copies sent to PSNH and
the Office of the Consumer Advocate on
or before June 18, 2012, such Petitio
stating: the facts demonstrating how its
rights, duties, privileges, immunities or
_other substantial interest may %e gffeﬁt;{d
the proceeding, as required by N:H. .
l(:‘2yode A(li)min Rule Puc: 203.17 and RSA

'541-A:32,1(b); and it is , .
*'FURTHER ORDERED, that any party.

“objecting to a Petition to Intervene make
" said -Objection on or before June 21,
L2012,

By order of the Public Utilities Commis-
sion :of New Hampshire -this: eighteenth
dayofMay,2012. = - -
Debra A. Howland : S
Executive Director ;
Individuals needing assistance or aux-

~{liary communication aids due to sensory
_dimpairment or other disability should
.‘contact the Americans with Disabilities
Act Coordinator, NHPUC, 218, Fruit:
St.. Suite 10, Concord, New: Hampshire
03301-2429; 603-271-2431; TDD: Ac-
cess; Relay N:H. 1-800-735-2964. Noti-
fieation of the need for assistance should
- be made one week prior to the scheduled
event. ... o o o -
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